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8th June 2010        

Nottinghamshire County Council,
County Hall,
Trent Bridge,
Nottingham,

Re:  Coal Mining under Sherwood Forest.

Dear Sirs,
                Could you please accept this letter as our objection to the mining of coal 
under Sherwood Forest,  I understand that an application has been made by UK Coal 
to extract further coal from underneath the Forest,  there are several trees that are 
balanced on a knife edge including one that is ranked only second to the Major Oak 
itself, this tree has now had the path cordoned off, and a new route laid to divert 
pedestrian traffic around it, such is the concern over this matter.
I have spoken to a coal board representative and while I accept that they are sensitive 
to this issue the spokesperson could not guarantee that there would not be any 
subsidence. Please bear in mind that there is an Aquifer under the Forest with wells at 
the far end of the Forest, any disturbance to this aquifer could be catastrophic for the 
Forest.  Here is an extract from a Coal Board publication >

Out of the 500 surface hazards reported annually approx 5% are attributable to geological 
disturbances and fissures.
Fault lines, breaks and weaknesses exist due to natural geological activities. The 
underground extraction of coal creates additional stresses and strains that can exacerbate 
the existing faults and breaks causing weaknesses within the rocks and sometimes large 
cracks (fissures) to appear at the surface. Development activities and vehicle movements 
could cause land instability problems as well as the opportunities for mine gas and mine 
water emissions.

With so many precious trees in one small area of 450 acres can we afford to take the 
risk of mining damage, I respectfully ask that mining be banned from underneath 
Sherwood Forest, as it represents such a small area this would hardly represent any 
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hardship to UK Coal or its investment in plant, and would in no way affect the 
working life of Thoresby Colliery.  

Sherwood Forest is heavily used by Visitors especially during the Summer,  please 
help to ensue that the Forest remains in the best possible condition not only for this 
generation but for generations to come.

       Signed,

Adrian Wilson.
FoSF Founder and Governor.

ww.MajorOak.org.uk
Adrian MajorOak.org.uk@
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